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2020-2021 

Highland West Junior High Band 
Handbook and Policies for Students and Parents 

 
Dear Band Student and Parents, 
 
Welcome!!!  We are very pleased that you have chosen to be a part of the Highland West Junior High 
Band. After reading this handbook, please return the parent acknowledgement sheet and the medical 
consent form to the band director. 
 
Parent communication is extremely beneficial to the success of the band program. Please feel free to 
contact the band director(s) at any time. Thank you for your dedication to the Highland West Band 
program. We look forward to a successful year! 
 

Beginning Band 
 

This ensemble is open to all 7th grade students.  Students are led through staff guided instrument 
placement. Student interest, previous musical experience, physical characteristics, addition/removal of 
braces, and ability to hear pitch, are all considerations in instrument placement. It is our goal to provide 
the student with the best possible match in order to ensure success and maintain a positive attitude 
toward music. Students will use Sound Innovations Book 1 by Alfred Publishing as the beginning band 
book. Once a student has chosen band as an elective, the expectation is for the student to remain in 
band for the duration of the school year. Our program is a cumulative program that does not allow 
for remediation of students who choose to drop band for any amount of time. 
 

8th Grade Concert Band 
 

This ensemble consists of 8th grade students.  Concert Band is open to all students that have 
successfully completed and passed one full year (2 semesters) of the beginning band program.  All 
transfer students must first complete an audition with the director to confirm enrollment. This audition 
may be waived for in-district transfers, based upon recommendation from the previous director. 
Students will use Sound Innovations Books 1 and 2 and Foundations for Superior Performance 
(second semester) for the 8th grade band books.  
 
Eligibility  
Students who have a D or F in a class outside of band will be expected to raise that grade. The 
director may require these students to bring homework to band and complete it during class rather 
than play their instrument. This decision will be up to the band director and the student will be 
expected to communicate the situation with parents.  
 
Band Fees 
In order to offer the best possible education for students, the HWJH Band Program must have funds to 
operate. These funds help cover school-owned instrument repair/cleaning, instrument and music 
purchases, contest entry fees, clinic fees, adjunct instruction fees, etc. Fees are typically $50 and are 
due by October 1st of the current school year. Please contact Mr. Baldwin with any questions or 
concerns regarding band fees. 
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Band Room Rules 
 

1. Always be on time and have your supplies (instrument, book, pencil, music, etc.) 
2. Respect your fellow band members, their property, and all equipment in the band room. 
3. Do not touch anything that does not belong to you or has not been checked out to you. 
4. No gum, food, drinks, or electronic devices in the band room, unless authorized by the director.  
5. Always have a nametag on your instrument case. 
6. Always display a cooperative attitude concerning music, hard work, and learning. 
7. Only band students are allowed in the band room. Students are responsible for instructing their 

friends to remain outside of the band room.  
8. Directors, guest clinicians, student teachers and any other school employee left in charge of the 

class or a section will be treated with respect and courtesy. 
9. Percussion instruments are off limits to any non-percussion students. No exceptions. 
10. Students are to leave instruments in the band room shelves during the school day, and take them 

home each evening for practice. 

 
Behavior Modification Steps 
1. Verbal or non-verbal warning. 
2. Conference with Mr. Baldwin to implement behavior modification plan. 
3. Reductions of appropriate grade. Call to parent if deemed necessary. 
4. Assignment of band room cleaning duty, lunch detention, before or after school detention, and call 

to parent. 
5. Referral to principal and probable removal from band program 
 

The director reserves the right to proceed immediately to step #5 in the case of severe or threatening student conduct. 

 
Performance Rules 
 

1. Each member is responsible for his/her equipment at all times, including performances. 
2. Students will be in proper uniform upon arrival, and until dismissal.  
3. Students will be polite audience members and refrain from any distractions including using cell 

phones, electronics, books, homework, yelling, whistling, etc. These items may be confiscated, 
and the performance grade lowered. 

4. Students will not be dismissed early from any performance event for any reason other than a 
medical emergency. Students must remain as audience members for the duration of the 
performance. Conflict arrangements must be made at least two weeks in advance with the 
director. Unexcused students leaving early will receive a performance grade reduction. 

5. The standards mandated by OSSAA, Moore Public Schools and the Highland West Band 
Program will be used to determine a student’s eligibility for performances.   

6. Rehearsals outside of the normal school day may need to be scheduled in preparation for 
concerts and contests. These rehearsals will be kept to a minimum, and will be announced well 
in advance.  
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Performance Attire 
 
Performances are a special occasion and are the culmination of a great amount of preparation time and 
effort. The student’s attire is expected to help illustrate and emphasize this fact. 
 
The correct attire is required in order for students to receive the full performance grade.  
 

Attire requirements are kept to a minimum. 
 

 All formal concert events (Concert Black): 
o Black Button-Down Collared Dress Shirt or Blouse (long or short sleeved). Shirts 

must be tucked in when appropriate.  
o Black Dress Pants (No black jeans, sweats, etc.)  
o Black Socks (boys) and Black Dress Shoes (no flip-flops etc. or black tennis shoes) 

 
The director may reduce performance grade or refuse participation due to offensive, distractive, or 
overly-revealing clothing. This will result in a grade reduction for absence from a performance. 
  
Instrument Repairs and Purchases 

 
Damage to school owned equipment will be charged to the student and a financial hold placed on the 
student’s grades if appropriate. Often, minor repairs on student-owned instruments can be done by 
the director.  Please consult your director before sending an instrument in for repairs. 
 
Instrument Colors and Material 
 
Colored instruments are not allowed. Flutes must be silver. Clarinets must be black. Saxophones must 
be gold or silver unless they are Cannonball or Selmer brand. Brass instruments must be gold or silver 
colored and must be made of brass (metal), not plastic. 
 

Changing Instruments 
 

Unless it is suggested by your band director, instrument changes are not allowed. Once a placement is 
made and progress begins it is often detrimental for the student to change. Occasionally the director 
may ask a student to try another instrument, usually in their instrument family. In these cases, the 
student possesses a particular attribute that would make him/her a candidate for the instrument. It is in 
these cases only that a student will be asked or allowed to change instruments.  
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Percussion Policy 
 

7th Grade Percussion 
Students are selected through audition and director approval to be percussionists and must be enrolled 
in 7th grade. 
The following prerequisites will be beneficial for percussion auditions: 

 Previous experience on a treble clef instrument (not recorder) and an understanding of 
basic musical notation (notes and rhythms). 

 Ability to maintain high academic and behavioral achievement (can the student be 
trusted to stand during class without causing disruption).  

Teacher recommendation may be obtained from any elementary teacher by the band staff. Auditions 
will take place during the first few days of school in August.  
 

8th Grade Percussion 
Students must successfully complete at least one year of percussion study within the Highland West 
Band Program. Transfer students must provide contact information for the previous band director and 
complete an audition before placement in the advanced bands and the percussion section. In-district 
transfers may have this audition waived based upon recommendation from the previous director. 
  

School-Owned Instruments 
 

The Highland West music department does not maintain an inventory of instruments to loan to each 
student. Most students will be expected to provide their own instrument.  However, students who play 
French horn, baritone, tuba, oboe, bassoon and bass clarinet use school owned instruments.  
Percussion students use their own bell kits but also use the school owned percussion instruments 
and will submit the necessary paperwork and fee beginning in 8th grade.  
 

Students will supply the necessary mouthpieces, reeds, oils, sticks and mallets. Students must complete 
an instrument check-out and use form and pay a $50 instrument maintenance fee each school year that 
the instrument is used to help defray general maintenance costs. Fees will be due by October 1st.   

 

Fundraisers 
 
Fundraisers are kept to a minimum of only a few a year. These are used to keep band fees at a 
minimum and still provide an exceptional band experience for all students in our program. All parents 
and students are asked to participate as fully as possible. Funds generated are crucial to management of 
the program for contest fees, equipment, music, adjunct instruction, etc.  
 

Contact Information and Band Web Page 
 

www.mooreschools.com – follow the links to Highland West, then Co-curricular, then band. 
www.southmooreband.com – This site will provide information for SHS bands.  

 
Shain Baldwin, Director, Highland West Bands    735-4611       shainbaldwin@mooreschools.com 
Rick Street, Director, Southridge Bands         rickstreet@mooreschools.com  
Adam Mewhorter, Director, Southmoore High School       adammewhorter@mooreschools.com 
Geoff Clifton, Asst. Director, Southmoore High School             geoffreyclifton@mooreschools.com 
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Band App for Information, Communication and Updates 
This free app will have a page dedicated to just Highland West Jr. High Band Students, 
both 7th and 8th grade students and parents will be able to get information pertinent to 
their student and all important dates and information.  You can access the page via this 
link https://band.us/n/a1a930sdV7C6s or by using the QR code  

  

Southmoore High School Band 

 

Occasionally, junior high band students may be invited to participate in activities with the Southmoore 
High School Band. In such an event, students are expected to maintain the highest level of behavior. 
All guidelines listed in this document remain applicable. Again, band is a cumulative class. Therefore, 
any student dropping band during junior high may be denied enrollment in high school band at 
Southmoore. The band staff will be the final authority regarding this.  
 
Grading Policy, 7th and 8th grade bands 
 

Daily Participation and Student Conduct 
 Each student will be given 10 participation points per day.  
 Any student who does not fully participate during class or intentionally disrupts the learning in 

the classroom will lose up to 5 points. 
 Tardiness to class will result in the loss of 2 points. 
 Lack of all required materials (instrument, book, music, pencil) will result in the loss of 5 

points. 
Performance Tests/Pass Offs  

 Most weeks a playing or counting test or quiz shall be administered worth 25-100 points. This 
will be an individual assessment. The director may require remedial re-testing on material that 
is not adequately prepared. Frequency will fluctuate depending on the time of year 
(approximately one per week).  

 Students will be asked to commit daily time to practice. Students must practice at home and 
work hard in class to maintain the required playing level. At any time during the year, the 
director may request practice cards. These must be signed by a parent/guardian. 

 Semester tests will count for 10-20% of the final grade and may consist of written, playing, 
counting, or public performance. 

Performances 
 Concert performance will be for a grade. Performances are the most important part of our 

progress and vital to student success. Participation is absolutely mandatory. Absences will 
result in a zero. The proper attire must be worn while performing (see Uniform Guidelines). 
The director will be the final authority concerning excused absences from a performance.  

 The band director is the final authority concerning excused absences from performances. 
Any student who skips a performance may not earn a passing grade for the semester. This 
decision will be made by the director. Any missed performance will require a research paper 
to recover points in the gradebook. 

Extra Credit 
Extra Points may be earned by auditioning for and participating in events such as All-District Honor 
Band, solo/ensemble events, or by achieving a playing level above what is required, or by attending a 
concert band, orchestra or choral concert and bringing a program signed by the director/conductor. 
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Playing Tests 
Band is a PERFORMANCE class and therefore all playing tests will be performed in front of an 
audience: your peers. During playing tests everybody must: 

 Be absolutely silent for respect of the performer. 
 Look at your stand and music, not the performer. 
 Have respect for whoever is playing and be courteous when they are finished. 
 Any audience member who disobeys any of these will have points deducted from their 

performance test! 
 
Written assignments and tests may be occasionally assigned and will be graded on content, grammar, 
punctuality, and length. Point values vary. Cheating is not accepted 
 
HWJH General Classroom Expectations for Conduct 
 

1. Be respectful of yourself, others, and your school. 
 Think of and present yourself in a positive manner. 
 Speak and listen respectfully to adults and fellow students. 
 Be courteous by displaying good social manners. (“Please, thank you, you’re welcome, excuse me, etc.”) 
 Do your part to help keep our school campus clean and attractive by disposing of trash properly and 

taking care of school property such as furniture, equipment, computer labs, etc. 
 

2. Be on time to class. 
 Use passing time wisely by taking care of school business matters such as going to your locker for class 

materials, taking a restroom break, or getting a drink of water rather than wasting time socializing.  
 Walk rather than run through the hallways. Safety affects everyone at school. 
 Enter the classroom before the bell rings and get ready for the lesson. 

 
3. Be prepared. Bring your planner, work materials, and completed assignments. 

 Always have your student planner, paper and pencil, textbook, and homework for class. 
 Expect to stay in class once you arrive. 
 Get started on bell work as soon as you enter the classroom. 

 
4. Be cooperative with the school staff. Follow policies in the 2020-2021 Student Handbook. 

 Recognize that every staff member is an authority figure in the school and deserves cooperation and 
respect. 

 Read, study, and review the Handbook throughout the year to know what is expected of you as a student 
by the MPS School Board and HWJH staff. 

 
Classroom Management/Intervention Plan 
 

1. *Verbal Warning 
2. Teacher/Student Conference 
3. Lunch Detention(s) 
4. Before/After School Detention(s) with Parent Contact 
5. Referral to the Principal 

*Severe Behavior Clause: Students will be sent to the Principal’s office immediately in case of major disruption or 
violations such as fighting, conduct which threatens the safety of others, vulgarity, flagrant harassment/bullying, 
public defiance of authority, etc. 

 
 
 

 


